Weddings at Christ Church Cathedral
Christian marriage is an important sacrament of the Church and is intended to support and encourage the two people involved.  The Church participates in marriage as a sign of love and a desire to bless the union of two individuals.

Christian marriage is not to be entered into lightly or unadvisedly.  To that end, the Church commits itself to preparing a couple for marriage and to supporting them long beyond the day of their wedding.  Marriage is not a private affair but a public proclamation of the love between two people and the blessing of Christ on that union.

Weddings at Christ Church Cathedral are expected to conform to the normal practice of the Episcopal Church, although we welcome members of other denominations and faiths to be married at the Cathedral.  We do expect our traditions and practices to be respected, as we will always respect the practices and traditions of other bodies.  In cases where clergy of different denominations are co-celebrating, respect for each tradition is expected.  Visiting clergy must be approved by the Dean of the Cathedral and be legally approved by the State of Missouri to perform marriages and sign marriage documents.
The Church has been performing weddings for more than 2000 years and our experience and traditions support the liturgy.  Please do not ask us to do things that do not conform to the practices of Christ Church Cathedral.  Weddings in movies and on television often do not conform to Church practices.  Wedding coordinators, who are not members of the Cathedral staff or Altar Guild, may not participate in decisions about the liturgy, processional and recessional.

Couples must participate in premarital preparation with the priest who is to be the celebrant at the rite.  When appropriate, premarital preparation may be done elsewhere.  A written report from the counselor or priest will be submitted to the celebrant at least 30 days before the wedding.  For Episcopalians, where one or both members of the party have been previously married and are now divorced, the couple must conform to the requirements of the policies of the Bishop of Missouri regarding remarriage of divorced persons and the canons of the Diocese of Missouri and the Episcopal Church of the USA.  The customs related to divorce and remarriage of other denominations will be respected.
The Cathedral Administrator coordinates scheduling and recordkeeping for all weddings at the Cathedral.  It is the responsibility of the couple to notify the Administrator and Altar Guild coordinator of any need for changes in times of rehearsal and/or the wedding ceremony.
Christ Church Cathedral is registered as a National Historic Landmark.  We welcome you to this sacred place where holy services have been held since 1867.  We expect guests to treat this worship space with care and conform to appropriate attire and behavior at both the rehearsal and wedding ceremony.  
All policies apply to the Cathedral Nave and Bofinger Chapel.
I have read and agree to conform to all policies for weddings at Christ Church Cathedral:

Bride:_______________________  Date______   Groom:________________________ Date _____
Christ Church Cathedral Wedding Policies
Weddings are scheduled for Saturdays between 11:00 am and 5:00 pm; rehearsals are scheduled for the Friday prior at 6:00 pm.
It is our custom not to schedule weddings on the following days unless the Dean has made an exception:

· During the season of Lent, Holy Week and Easter

· On days of scheduled Confirmation services

· On days of scheduled Diocesan events

· Memorial Day weekend 
· Fourth of July weekend
· Labor Day weekend 
· Thanksgiving Day weekend 

· December 24 through Jan 2

1. Decorations:
a. Under NO circumstances are the Cathedral’s liturgical furnishings (Low Altar, lectern, and pulpit) and chairs to be moved.

b. Arrangement of flowers is the responsibility of the Altar Guild.  The couple must make arrangements with an Altar Guild representative at least 30 days prior to the wedding date.  The couple may order the flowers through the Altar Guild or with a florist of their choice, but the arrangements must conform to Cathedral standards. Maximum of 4 floral arrangements (2 High Altar, 2 Low Altar).  No columns are to be used for the floral arrangements; the Cathedral provides appropriate stands.
c. We do not light the aisles with candles or other artificial light because it presents a fire hazard.  The High Altar always has six candles; the Low Altar always has two candles.  Two torch candles are lighted at the lectern if the lectern is used for scriptural readings.  No additional candles will be allowed.

d. A unity candle is not used in Cathedral weddings.  If it is important to you, there are ways for you to incorporate it into your reception.  Please talk with the Altar Guild coordinator about suggestions.

e. Aisle runners are not allowed because we cannot anchor them to the floor and they present a hazard.

f. There may be no decorations attached to the chairs.  Extra flowers, ribbons, tulle and bows along the aisle only detract from the dignity of the Cathedral.

g. Prior to and after the wedding ceremony, the sanctity of the altars is to be maintained.  No flowers, papers, photographic equipment or other nonliturgical items should be placed on them.

h. Flower petals may not be dropped along the aisle.  Flower petals, rice or birdseed may not be thrown on the Cathedral steps or sidewalk. No flammable materials allowed. 
I agree to follow the preceding wedding decoration policies:

Bride: _______________________   Groom: _______________________

2. Photographers

i. The photographer must contact the Dean at least one week prior to the wedding date to discuss Cathedral arrangements.

j. No flash pictures may be taken during the ceremony.
k. Photographers are asked to respect the view of all members of the congregation and to be inconspicuous in their movements.

l. Videographers need to consult with the Altar Guild wedding coordinator about placement of their equipment. 

m. The clergy and wedding party will pose for pictures either before or after the service during the 2-hour pre-service or 45-minute post-service time frame.
n. All members of the wedding party need to be aware of the time limit for photographs after the wedding service.  They need to be available and to cooperate with the photographer.  The Altar Guild wedding coordinator or the Cathedral verger will remind the photographer when there is 30 minutes remaining before the Cathedral will be closed.
I agree to follow the preceding wedding policies regarding photographs and videos taken of my wedding:

Bride: _______________________   Groom: _______________________

4.  Cathedral Staff:

a. A custodian, security officer, Altar Guild representative and Verger are present for all weddings.

b. The Altar Guild will help arrange items for the liturgy and assist the wedding party.

I agree to accept the roles of the Cathedral staff as stated in the preceding policies:

Bride: _______________________   Groom: _______________________

5. Building Use:

a. The Cathedral shall be opened two hours before the wedding to accommodate the wedding party.  Your wedding is expected to start on time.
b. The Cathedral nave will be closed 45 minutes after the wedding service has concluded.  The custodian and security officer will close the Locust Street doors to the Cathedral at this time.  After this, wedding party members will have to exit the door on the south side of the Bishop Tuttle Memorial building near the Davis Room.  The only exception is when the reception also takes place at the Cathedral.
c. No alcohol consumption is permitted on Cathedral premises except as served with a reception on site.  
I agree to follow the Building Use policy of the Cathedral for my wedding:

Bride: _______________________   Groom: _______________________

6. Liturgy:

a. The marriage liturgy is the responsibility of the celebrant.

b. The couple will review the liturgy with the celebrant and make choices where appropriate.

c. Additional liturgical officers will be used as necessary (readers, deacon, acolytes, etc.).

d. Episcopal weddings usually include Eucharist (Holy Communion).  Exception will be made in cases of religious traditions that do not include this sacrament in wedding ceremonies.
I agree to follow the preceding liturgical policies:
Bride: _______________________   Groom: _______________________
7. Music:

a. Cathedral Organist and Choirmaster, Canon William Partridge, is the organist for all weddings.  If Canon Partridge himself is not available for a particular date, he will assign another organist.

b. Only music of the Church or religious music is permitted.  No show tunes or popular music may be used, including the Wagner “Here Comes the Bride.” 

c. Any alternative/additional musicians: pianist, trumpet player, singer, violinist, etc., must be approved by Canon Partridge.

d. The organist is not present at the rehearsal.

e. Processional marches are coordinated by the Altar Guild coordinator and Canon Partridge.

f. Additional musicians must be musically prepared and must provide accompaniments in the appropriate keys.
I agree to all preceding music policies:
Bride: _______________________   Groom: _______________________

TO:

___________________________________________________

FROM:     
Annette Carr, Cathedral Administrator, Christ Church Cathedral
DATE:
__________________________________

RE:

Date requested for wedding at Christ Church Cathedral  _______________



Time requested for the wedding ceremony_______________________
Rehearsal date and time__________________________

Officiating Clergy__________________________________

Attached are forms required for Cathedral records.  Please complete these forms and return them to the Cathedral office.  No dates are to be considered confirmed until completed forms and deposit have been received and by the Cathedral office.
Below is information that will be helpful to you:
Regarding flowers:  Contact Mrs. Augusta Feehan, (h) 314-726-1587, at least one month before the wedding whether you use the Cathedral florist or not.  If you use a florist of your choice, you are expected to follow Cathedral standards for arrangement sizes and containers.  If you use flowers given by parishioners for the following Sunday services, bear in mind that parishioners have paid for them and may have requested certain flowers or colors.  Mrs. Feehan can provide any information you need.  

Regarding music:  Contact organist, Canon William Partridge, 314-255-1634, at least one month before the wedding.  Please speak with Canon Partridge if you plan to invite other musicians to play or sing at the service.
Regarding Cathedral clergy:  Contact the Cathedral priest who is either officiating at your wedding service or who has been appointed as your contact regarding the service and use of any other part of the building.  
Visiting Clergy:  If this is a non-Episcopal wedding, the minister must speak with the Administrator regarding the service.  The Administrator may be reached at 314-255-1641.
Photographers:  No flash photos are taken during the ceremony and photo sessions are limited to no more than 45 minutes after the wedding service is completed.  Photographers/videographers must confer with the Dean prior to the service.

Stipend:  The stipend includes the Organist, the Altar Guild Coordinator, Verger, custodial and security personnel, and the facility usage. Call the Cathedral Administrator (314-255-1641) about payment arrangements for the stipend and any questions regarding wedding details.

Stipends at this time are: 

Parishioners
$800.
Diocese of MO Episcopalians
$1000.

Episcopalian outside the Diocese of MO
$1500.
Other denominations
$2000.
The stipend requested of you is $______________________.
A deposit of 50% (________________) of the above amount must be paid to reserve the Cathedral; the balance (_________________) is due no later than one month prior to the wedding date. 
 (Please print.)

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address / City and Zip: ____________________________________________________

Phone:           (h) _________________________  (cell) ___________________________

Date of Birth: ___________________  Email ___________________________________
___Baptized   ___Confirmed   ___Communicant   Denomination:__________________

Parents’ names (including mother’s maiden name): 

________________________________________________________________________
Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address / City and Zip: ____________________________________________________

Phone:           (h) _________________________  (cell) ___________________________

Date of Birth: ____________________    Email _________________________________
___Baptized   ___Confirmed   ___Communicant   Denomination:__________________

Parents’ names (including mother’s maiden name): 

________________________________________________________________________
Officiating Clergy:  (Give name, church, city, phone number if not Cathedral clergy)

Date of Wedding: _____________________________  Time: _____________________

Date of Rehearsal: ____________________________  Time: _____________________

Place:   Cathedral _________     Chapel _________

Expected attendance: ______________

Do you wish a room for a reception?   Yes ______  No _______

Will there be communion at the wedding?     Yes ________     No _________

If yes, to be completed by clergy:

          (a) Eucharistic Prayer _____________________________________

          (b) Number of chalices and patens ___________________________

          (c) Preferred placement of elements _____________________________________

          (d) Other preferences _________________________________________________

Do you wish organ music?  Yes ____________   No _________________
You must contact Canon Partridge at 314-255-1634 for organ and /or any music selections
Do you want altar flowers to be ordered?  Yes ______________   No ____________
Contact Flower Representative, Augusta Feehan at 314-726-1587 regarding all flowers.
Have you signed a Declaration of Consent/Intention?  Yes ___   No ___ (see attached)

Clergy Signature _______________________________________  Date _____________

cc:
Organist


Altar Guild


Verger
