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The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
What a story. We gather here on Good Friday, what a misnomer the phrase Good Friday is, to recount the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. What an amazing, enigmatic, paradoxical story. Resurrection comes from Crucifixion. But we are not considering the Resurrection at this time. That is a different day.

They call this Good Friday. Don’t assume that good means happy. Since the fourth century the focus of this day has been on sadness, mourning, fasting, and prayer. Ambrose, the fourth century bishop friend of Augustine of Hippo called this the ‘day of bitterness on which we fast.’ It is only ‘good’ because of the ultimate goodness that came out of the ‘event’. In parts of Europe it is called, not Good Friday but Great or Holy Friday.
And it is interesting that this is a day that threatens our security. If you think about it, the Jews in Jesus’ day were pretty secure that they knew what the Messiah was going to look like. Yet they missed it. They felt secure, the chosen people. But weren’t. We feel secure perhaps. But are we?
How secure is your world? Everything is just fine. Are you comfortable? Is your job secure. Is your retirement fine? Is your home paid for?
Or perhaps your world is not so secure. Maybe you have lost your job, you or a loved one have recently been diagnosed with a serious illness; daunting financial obstacles are looming, or you may have a very difficult boss. Perhaps your home is in peril. Or possibly you have lost your home to a fire, tornado, or earthquake.

Most of us here feel pretty secure….or so we think. But we never when that phone call is going to come that says, so and so is dying; I have a tumor. I have been diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s disease; you are no longer needed in this corporation. Those upsets come along but we still feel that the world is secure. Those bumps in the road are bumps on life’s journey. But how about the road underneath? The real solid foundation. Is that foundation steady? 
The Jews thought they knew what the Messiah would look like. The disciples felt their world, their foundation was secure. Before Copernicus it was thought that the sun revolved around the earth. Before Columbus it was thought that the world was flat. The United States of America will be here. The ‘Church’ will be here. Christ Church Cathedral this magnificent building is on a firm foundation and will be here.
There was a report in the news a couple of weeks ago that the city of Concepcion, Chile was moved twelve feet to the west by the recent earthquake. Yes the city was moved twelve feet! And the capital city of Santiago, Chile was moved eleven inches to the West. Entire cities moved! The earth is reshaped. There was a report in the news this week that the world’s tallest skyscraper in Dubai is so tall that you can watch the sunset, take a high speed elevator to the top and watch the sun set again!


The world is secure? Our foundations are secure? We know things?
Shimon Gibson in a new book titled The Final Days of Jesus says that he has found the location of the final trial of Jesus and that it is not at the Antonia Fortress outside the Temple Mount near Lion’s Gate of Jerusalem but rather outside the old city. There is scriptural warrant to support this and a number of scholars think his ideas are correct. If so the traditional Via Dolorosa that pilgrims walk in Jerusalem this day is not the correct path….
The Jews were wrong. The disciples were wrong. Jesus died. Earthquakes move cities. And the earth revolves around the sun…we think. I would like to talk to you about the Resurrection but that is another day. Today is Good Friday, or Great Friday or Holy Friday. Today we walk with Jesus, we embrace the Cross. And we do so on our shaky foundations.
But Jesus in his actions this day shows us not a shaky foundation, not just a way to handle the bumps in the road. Jesus shows us a firm foundation. It is pretty simple. Jesus in giving himself on the Cross is showing us our only real security. Get behind him and follow him to Calvary and then look beyond. Look where Jesus looks. Stare in the direction Jesus stares. Stare into infinity, into the face of God. And then say, ‘Not my will, but thy will be done.’

Amen.

